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Definition of the chosen cause  
There is more than one definition of homelessness. According to the National Health             

Care for the Homeless Council, “a homeless person is an individual without            

permanent housing who may live on the streets ; stay in a shelter, mission, single               

room occupancy facilities, abandoned building or vehicle ; or in any other            

unstable or non-permanent situation.” 

NHCHC is an organization based in the United States of America who wants to              

eliminate homelessness through health care and housing. It was difficult to find an             

official definition, but we found that this one showed what are the multiple forms of               

homelessness. 

 
Screenshot of NHCHC's website 

https://www.nhchc.org/ 
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Choice of two texts with opposite views and summary 
It was impossible to find two opinion pieces illustrating the pros and cons, so we               

chose two articles illustrating the vision of two European countries facing           

homelessness.  

HUNGARY 

The following article entitled “Hungary’s ban on homelessness leaves many people           

vulnerable” illustrates the response of Hungary who aims to reduce homelessness,           

or at least the visibility of homeless people. This article portrays multiple points of              

view, such as Peter Mudra, who has been sleeping rough for 18 years, or Ilona, a local                 

shop owner, who is happy about the new law. The article states: “Since Hungary’s              

constitutional ban on homelessness, unique in Europe, came into effect last           

month, he has a new concern: the police” referring to Mr Mudra. The government              

has already made initiatives to criminalise homelessness ever since 2012, but the            

previous laws were overturned because they esteemed it “violated human dignity”.           

Homelessness is a growing concern since the price of rents has doubled in the past               

five years in Budapest. 

 

❖ Discover the article :  

“Hungary’s ban on homelessness leaves many people vulnerable” 
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FINLAND 
“ 

Finland is the only country in Europe where the number of homeless 

people has declined in recent years 

“ 
In this article, published by The Guardian, explains how Finland has become a role              

model when it comes to the issue of homelessness. They believe that the homeless              

need a stable foundation and support instead of a temporary housing, therefore they             

have created Housing First, a national program that fights against homelessness. 

Although it was part of the French president’s project to end homelessness by the              

end of 2017, it has not produced convincing results. Indeed, the article states : “The               

first step in change is the change in attitudes”, so this leads us to wonder if a                 

change in attitudes is necessary in France, to confirm this idea we realized a survey               

to gain a further understanding of the public’s opinion on homelessness. 

 

❖ Discover the article :  

“What can the UK learn from how Finland solved homelessness?” 

 

We thought it would be interesting to show two countries who are unique in the way                

they respond to homelessness. Indeed, Hungary is the only country in the world to              

have defined and banned homelessness in its constitution, whereas Finland is the            

only country in Europe where the number of homeless people has declined in recent              

years. 
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Carrying out a survey or interview to illustrate people’s 
opinions 
As part of this project, we realized a survey on Google Forms and on Instagram               

thanks to the story options. We wanted to get a better insight on our interactions               

with these less privileged individuals.  

❖ You can find the questions and answers in Annex 

The survey was interesting to see if this is an important issue for some individuals. It                

also allowed us to see how frequently we see homeless people per day. We notice               

there is a certain degree of discomfort when we interact with these individuals. There              

is a will to help, however it often excludes the social aspect of homelessness such as                

isolation. 

We also found an infographic of La Croix Rouge that illustrates the homeless             

situation in France. 

 

We found these numbers very interesting and show that some stereotypes are wrong.             

It is also interesting to see that homelessness is more common in men than women.               

This picture also shows the importance of this cause, indeed most of the homeless              

people have a health issue. 
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Personal opinion 
We both decided to work on this subject because we are confronted to homeless              

people on a daily basis. Some days we see more than a dozen and we wonder want we                  

can, as relatively poor students, do for them. Since studying in Bordeaux, housing as              

been a struggle even as students so we can understand how difficult it must be for                

some people to find a home. Both of us come from rural towns so homelessness was                

rarer and housing was never an issue for us before.  

Scarlett :  

I believe homelessness is a cause worth fighting for because we all deserve to have a                

place to rest our head at night. 

We all fear time as humans due to our inevitable mortality and its immateriality,              

however, homelessness is this daily fear that time is unfair, it seems fast and slow at                

the same time. I wonder if they feel disgusted at time going by so slowly while people                 

rush past them without even making eye contact. I believe being homeless is one of               

the harshest things to endure since it must put individuals in a situation of constant               

fear of time itself. They don’t know where they’re going to be able to stay at night. It                  

must be mentally exhausting to have to fear nightfall, to be afraid that when your               

eyes shut from exhaustion someone or something might happen to you while you             

rest. 

On top of that being homeless often leaves you in a state of isolation. You feel denied                 

the right to be considered as a human. Your voice is often ignored or unheard, as your                 

hopes and memories of a better day fade. 

Growing up as a young immigrant in France, coming from a country in civil war, I am                 

particularly sensitive to people who have come to this country, such as my parents,              

in hope for a better future especially for their family. Homeless people are people and               

they have all sorts of backgrounds. I think there is a common belief that most of the                 

homeless people are some kind of addict or a runaway from their parents, but there               

are some people who simply hope for a better day.  
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I think that our interactions with homeless people, or more properly lack of, come              

from a place of unease as well as the belief that we are incapable to change their life.                  

We are uneasy because our lives seem so easy compared to them. However, we              

underestimate how a simple conversation can change someone’s life.  

Angèle :  

I think it's a cause worth fighting for because one of the fundamental aspects of               

human dignity is to have proper shelter and access to basic care.  

When I see a homeless person, I give what I can : a smile, some change ... but I have                    

this feeling that it cannot be enough for them. I do my best to help homeless people                 

because I can understand the pain of having the feeling of not surviving because              

they do not have a place to live.  

Furthermore, everyday in living in a city center, we see so many homeless people in               

the streets that we are no longer paying attention to them. It’s not easy seeing               

someone trying to survive on the streets of the city, and our reactions can range from                

pity, to anger, to choosing not to see the person at all. It’s really hard to imagine what                  

it’s like to have no home, to be cold or hungry or sick, to have hundreds of people                  

walk by you each day and pretend you don’t exist. 

During my gap year in 2016, I joined the association "Secours Populaire" for the              

operation "Pères Nöel Verts" which helped people in difficulty by collecting donations,            

new toys and gourmet products. I was in charge of collecting donations in exchange              

for wrapping gifts for people at St. Catherine's Walk. My volunteer experience was not              

about the homelessness directly, but I felt that I was helping those who needed it on                

my own level.  

I know some associations that are more specifically involved in helping homeless            

people like La Croix Rouge or Les Robins de la rue in Bordeaux. If I had more time                  

outside of class, I would love to join an association that works to help homeless               

people. I think it would help them more than giving them the little funds that I have. 
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Assessment 

As we grew more independent as young adults, we were also confronted to more              

issues, homelessness being one of them. It is difficult for us to understand their              

needs, although we try do our best whilst still having to care to our own needs.  

 
Source : Pixabay.com 
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1. Financial Times, “Hungary’s ban on homelessness leaves many people vulnerable”
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  2.    The Guardian, “What can the UK learn from how Finland solved homelessness?”
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3.   Survey on Google Forms and Instagram
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